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Uncontrolled Population Growth

In the 1960s…

Industrial Expansion
Rapid Natural Source Utilization

Increasing Technological Advances

Urbanization



Air Pollution Water Pollution

PD 984 (National Pollution Control Decree of 1976)
PD 1151 (Philippine Environmental Policy of 1977)

PD 1586 
(Establishing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) System in 1978)

Population, urbanization, industrialization, technologies…

Land Pollution



I. Policy of the state

PD 1586: Philippine Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) System 

(JUNE 11, 1978)

Section 4: “No person, partnership or corporation
shall undertake or operate any in part such as
declared Environmentally Critical Project
(ECP) or project within an Environmentally
Critical Area (ECA) without first securing an
Environmental Compliance Certificate (ECC)”.



Definition of terms

• ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATE. A document
issued by the DENR/EMB certifying that the proponent has
complied with all the requirements of the EIS System and has
committed to implement its approved Environmental
Management Plan.

• ENVIRONMENTALLY CRITICAL PROJECTS (ECPS) are projects
that have high potential to cause significant adverse impact to the
environment.

• ENVIRONMENTALLY CRITICAL AREAS (ECAs) are
environmentally sensitive areas wherein significant
environmental impacts are expected if certain types/thresholds
of proposed projects are located, developed or implemented in it.

I. Policy of the state: Philippine Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) System 



The process that involves evaluating and
predicting the likely impacts of a project
(including cumulative impacts) on the
environment during construction,
commissioning, operation and abandonment.

 It includes designing appropriate
preventive, mitigating and
enhancement measures addressing these
consequences to protect the environment and
the community’s welfare.

II. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA)



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

“Meeting the needs of the present
generation without compromising the
ability of the future generations to meet
their own needs".

Our Common Future /Bruntland Report



1. Environmentally Critical Projects (ECPs)
2. Projects located within Environmentally Critical Areas (ECAs)

III. PD 1586: WHAT ARE COVERED BY THE LAW? 

Presidential Proclamation 2146
(December 14, 1981)

Proclaiming certain areas and types of projects as environmentally critical 
and within the scope of the environmental impact statement system 

established under presidential decree no. 1586.

Environmentally Critical Projects and Areas are described in:



Environmentally Critical Areas (ECAs)

1. Declared by law as national parks, watershed 
reserves, wildlife preserves, and sanctuaries

2. Areas set aside as aesthetic, potential tourists 
spots

3. Habitat for endangered or threatened species of 
indigenous Philippine wildlife (flora and fauna)

4. Areas of unique historic, archeological or scientific 
interests

5. Areas which are traditionally occupied by cultural 
communities or tribes

6. Areas with critical slopes

*As  declared by Proclamation No. 2146 (1981)



7. Areas frequently visited and hard
hit by natural calamities

8. Prime agricultural lands

9. Recharge areas for aquifers

10. Mangrove areas

11. Coral reef

12. Water bodies



Heavy and other Processing/Manufacturing Industries

Environmentally Critical Projects (ECPs)

*As  declared by Proclamation No. 2146 (1981)

Metal Industries

Iron and Steel Mills

Smelting Plants



Infrastructure Projects

Dams Bridges Roads

Power plants Reclamation Projects



Resource Extractive Industries

Quarrying

Mining

Extraction of Mangrove Products

Dikes for/and fishpond development projects



*As declared by Proclamation No. 803 (1996)

• All golf course projects

Environmentally Critical Projects (ECPs)

WHEREAS, the construction,

development, and operation of

golf courses may result in the

disturbance of the environment

and the ecology, utilization of

vast amounts of water and other

scarce natural resources,

withdrawal of lands from

agricultural production,

application of harmful chemicals

and substances, and disposal of

waste products into the

environment.



Do all ECPs and projects located within an ECA need 
to secure an ECC?

Basis/reference in determining if a certain 
project needs to secure an ECC:

EMB MC 2014-005 
(Revised Guidelines for Coverage 

Screening and Standardized 
Requirements)

EMB Memorandum (June 8, 2018)



EMB MC 2014-005 
Revised Guidelines for Coverage Screening and Standardized Requirements



Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
(Category A/B)

 Document, prepared and
submitted by the project
Proponent and/or EIA
Consultant that serves as an
application for an ECC.

 A comprehensive study of the
significant impacts of a project
on the environment.

 It includes an Environmental
Management Plan/Program that
the Proponent will fund and
implement to protect the
environment



Initial Environmental Examination (IEE) Checklist Report 
(Category B)

 Simplified checklist version
of an IEE Report, prescribed
by EMB, to be filled up by a
Proponent to identify and
assess a project’s
environmental impacts and
the mitigation/ enhancement
measures to address such
impacts

 Online Application

(www.emb.gov.ph)

-



-Description of how the project enhances the 
environment or address environmental issues

-Project Components List 

-Description of Project Phases – focus on 
activities and processes which may cause 
residual impacts 

-Project Emissions/Effluent/ Hazardous 
Waste/Solid Waste/Other Wastes 

-Project Cost and Duration 

-Geotagged Photographs 
(manual application)

Project Description (CNC)-Environmental Enhancement Projects
(Category C)



Project Description (CNC)
(Category D)

-Projects that are deemed
unlikely to cause significant
adverse impact on the
quality of the environment
according to the parameters
set forth in the Screening
Guidelines

-Online Application
(www.emb.gov.ph)



Project 
Categorizatio

n

Documentary 
Requirement

Decision 
Document

Processing & 
Approval

Category A EIS (manual) ECC Central Office

Category B EIS (manual)

IEE Checklist (online)

ECC Regional 
Office

Category C Part I and Part II 
Proforma Project 
Description (manual)

CNC Regional 
Office

Category D Project Description 
(online)

CNC Central Office



A

B
C

Legend:

Total Lot Area = 2,000 sq. m.
A – Building Foot Print = 800 sq. m.
B – Open Spaces = 300 sq. m.
C – Parking Spaces = 900 sq. m.

Two (2) – Storey Restaurant Building

To compute the Total Gross Floor Area (TGFA):
TGFA = [A (Building Foot Print) x 2] + B (Open Spaces) + C (Parking Spaces)
TGFA = (800 sq. m. x 2) + 300 sq. m. + 900 sq. m.
TGFA = 2,800 sq. m.

Screening Sample



EMB MC 2014-005 
Revised Guidelines for Coverage Screening and Standardized Requirements



Example Problem No. 1 (Screening)

 Juan Dela Cruz is proposing to construct and
operate a poultry farm with a maximum stocking
population of 50,000 heads.

• What is the Category of the
project?

• Is the project required to secure
an Environmental Compliance
Certificate (ECC)?

• What is the documentary
requirement?

Questions:



EMB MC 2014-005 
Revised Guidelines for Coverage Screening and Standardized Requirements



Example Problem Answer (Screening)

 Juan Dela Cruz is proposing to construct and
operate a poultry farm with a maximum stocking
population of 50,000 heads.

• What is the Category of the
project?

• Is the project required to secure
an Environmental Compliance
Certificate (ECC)?

• What is the documentary
requirement?

Questions:

• Category B

• Yes.

• IEE Checklist (online application)



EMB Memorandum (June 8, 2018)

Pursuant to Rule 13 of DAO 2008-26, or the Implementing Rules and
Regulations (IRR) of RA 7586 or the National Integrated Protected
Area System (NIPAS) Act

• NO Certificate of Non-Coverage (CNC) shall be issued
to projects located within a declared protected area

• Protected Area Management Board (PAMB) clearance
– required for Environmental Compliance Certificate
(ECC) applications located within protected areas



Protected areas under NIPAS

Mt. Apo National Park
Upper Agno River Basin 

Resource Reserve

Taal Volcano Puerto Princesa Subterranean
River Park

Balbalasang-Balbalan
National Park

Marcos Highway Watershed 
Forest Reserve



A

B C

Legend:

Total Lot Area = 2,000 sq. m.
A – Building Foot Print = 800 sq. m.
B – Open Spaces = 300 sq. m.
C – Parking Spaces = 900 sq. m.

Two (2) – Storey Restaurant Building located at Cagaling, Tuba, Benguet (within 
Marcos Highway Watershed Forest Reserve)

To compute the Total Gross Floor Area (TGFA):
TGFA = [A (Building Foot Print) x 2] + B (Open Spaces) + C (Parking Spaces)
TGFA = (800 sq. m. x 2) + 300 sq. m. + 900 sq. m.
TGFA = 2,800 sq. m.

Example Problem No. 2 (Screening)



EMB MC 2014-005 
Revised Guidelines for Coverage Screening and Standardized Requirements

***EMB Memorandum (June 8, 2018) - NO Certificate of Non-Coverage
(CNC) shall be issued to projects located within a declared protected
area.



IV. DECISION DOCUMENTS

1. Environmental Compliance Certificate

• Document issued after a positive review of an application.

• Outlines the commitments of the proponent which are necessary
for the project to comply with existing environmental regulations
or to operate within best environmental practices that are not
currently covered by existing laws.

• Contains specific measures and conditions that the proponent
has to undertake before and during the operation of a project,
and in some cases, during abandonment stage, to mitigate
identified environmental impacts.

• VALID FOR FIVE (5) YEARS
(if project implementation has not started)



CONTENTS OF THE ECC

Scope of the project or undertaking

Conditions as conformed to by the Proponent 
to implement measures to mitigate potential 
adverse impacts and/or enhance potential 
positive impacts as identified in the EIA Report

Recommendations to assist LGUs and other 
government agencies to incorporate the EIA 
results in their decision-making process.



ECC Sample





IV. DECISION DOCUMENTS

2. Certificate of Non-coverage

•A certification issued by the EMB certifying that, based on the submitted
project description, the project is not covered by the EIS System and is not
required to secure an ECC.

• If a project is found “not covered”, it is not necessary for the proponent to
apply for a CNC.

•Projects outside the purview of the PEISS are assumed to have minimal
impacts and hence not covered by environmental monitoring
requirements under the PEISS. However, they are not exempted from the
necessary environmental permit(s)/clearances relative to its
development/operation and as may be required by other concerned
agencies.

•Any expansion and/or modification other than specified above shall be
subject to re-assessment as to coverage of the PEISS.



CNC Sample



EMB MC 2014-005 
Revised Guidelines for Coverage Screening and Standardized Requirements

CATEGORY C –

projects or undertakings

not falling under

Category A or B which

are intended to directly

enhance the quality of

the environment or

directly address existing

environmental

problems; may be

issued a CNC



Projects Operating Prior to 1982

They are essentially not covered by the PEISS (Category D) provided
that it complies with ALL the restrictions enumerated:

✓ The existing process or operation prior to 1982 was not extended in
terms of production capacity or area.

✓ The project had not stopped operation for a continuous period of
more than two (2) years since 1982.

✓ The technology/production method or manufacturing
process/operation used prior 1982 was not modified.

✓ The existing project facilities or structures prior to 1982 were not
changes, rehabilitated or added to.



IV. DECISION DOCUMENTS

3. Denial Letter

•A letter containing the explanation or the disapproval
of the application and guidance on how the application
can be improved to a level of acceptability in the next
EIA process.

Note: Non-submission of an AI within the agreed
timeframe may result only to a return of the EIA report.
If the Proponent fail to resubmit the EIA Report with
prescribed period, the application is considered
“dropped” (NOT DENIED).



GROUNDS FOR DENIAL of ECC online applications

✓ Misrepresentation of submitted document in the online system

✓ The submitted documents were found not appropriate (i.e.
proof of authority)

✓ Invalid proof of payment

✓ Any complaint filed relevant to the environmental impacts and
mitigating measures of the proposed project within the
application period which is not acted by the proponent within
the twenty (20) working days processing of ECC



V. Important Points and Updates

✓ For projects OPERATING WITHOUT AN ECC
o A project that has commenced its implementation is deemed 

“operating without ECC” whether or not it is in actual operation.
o Maximum fine of Php 50,000.00
o Table 2-2. Schedule of Penalty Reduction (Timing of ECC Application, 

Percentage Project Completion, Project Cost and Project Impact on 
the Environment) – A maximum of 80% reduction in penalty can be 
provided.

✓ For projects that have STOPPED OPERATION FOR 5 YEARS
o Projects that have stopped operation for 5 years or less are not 

required to notify EMB provided that the CMR had been regularly 
submitted.

o Projects that have stopped operation for more than 5 years are not 
required to obtain a new ECC if all conditions are met.



VALIDITY OF THE ECC
Lifetime of the project, until EMB validates the successful implementation of

the environmental aspects/component of the proponent’s Abandonment/
Rehabilitation/Decommissioning Plan.

EXPIRATION OF THE ECC
Within five (5) years from issuance of the ECC, the project must be
started

Filing of application for the extension of the validity of the ECC: three (3) months
from the expiration of date

What do we mean that the project has started? 

-The construction activities (i. e. clearing, excavation works) for the project 
have started.

V. Important Points and Updates



✓AN ECC IS NOT A PERMIT; NOT the “Mother of all permits”

The issuance of an ECC or CNC for a project under the EIS System does not exempt 
the proponent from securing other government permits and clearances as required by 

other laws.

✓AN ECC IS NOT A VALIDATION of submitted documents like land titles

✓EMB Memorandum Circular 2018-002 (September 26, 2018)

Adjustment of CNC and ECC Online Application fees

V. Important Points and Updates



EMB Memorandum Circular No. 002 Series of 2022
(May 9, 2022)

Streamlining for Securing ECC for Projects 
Requiring an IEE Checklist with Auto-approval 

and/or Denial within the twenty (20) days 
processing through the EMB Online System

V. Important Points and Updates



www.emb.gov.ph

Procedural 
screening & 
substantive 

review by the 
case handler 

(3 days)

Register to have an ECC online account

File the ECC application

Evaluation Report from EMB providing the 
lacking documents for ECC processing

Proponent submit to EMB the lacking 
documents + proof of payment through 

his/her online account (20 working days)

Evaluation Report from EMB advising 
the proponent to submit proof of 

payment for processing fee

Proponent submit to EMB the proof of 
payment through his/her online 

account (7 working days)

Case Handler
(Day 1-5)

Section Chief
(Day 6-10)

Division Chief
(Day 11-15)

Regional Director
(Day 16-20)

ECC Issuance or Denial 
Letter

EMB MC 2022-002

NO

YES

N
O

NO
Application 

Dropped

YES YES

Application 
Dropped

Process Flow and Timeline
in the Processing and Issuance of

Environmental Compliance Certificate (ECC)

EMB Memorandum Circular No. 002, Series of 2022



ECC Online Application 
-Signing-up an account

-Sample online application

CNC Online Application 
-Sample online application

V. Overview of the Online Application for 
ECC and CNC


